 EALL 675: Woman Writers, Culture, and Society in East Asia

Call #: 02504-1

Winter 2007

T, Th 3:30-5:18

Hagerty Hall 42

Instructor: Dr. Naomi Fukumori

Office: Hagerty Hall 354


Office Hours: Tuesdays 3:30-5,








        and by appointment

Phone: 247-7691



E-mail: fukumori.1@osu.edu
Course description:  

This course will examine autobiographical writings from premodern China, Japan, and Korea written primarily by women.  Such a comparative approach to texts drawn from these three traditions will allow us to develop critical perspectives on the nature of the autobiography genre, as well as the figurations of “woman” within various milieus (social, political, geographical, historical).  We will read and discuss these writings keeping in mind such questions as:  What historical conditions facilitated female literary expression?  How does social class factor into literary creation?  What is the relationship between language usage and gender?  What is the relationship between genre and gender?   Are there issues particular to female autobiography?   What was the history of transmission of such autobiographical texts?  What role did such texts play in the formation of ideas about gender, literature, culture, and the nation?  How have these texts been “read” by later generations?   To investigate the cultural construction of femininity and womanhood, we will also read texts of anonymous authorship and male-authored texts notable for their portrayals of premodern East Asian women.  

Class procedure: 

This class relies on an engaged and informed group conversation.  The instructor will provide guidelines for reading to facilitate preparation for class meetings.  Students, in preparation for each meeting, should identify specific passages from the reading(s) to contribute to the discussion.  Students are expected to bring the assigned readings to class.

Evaluation:

1. Class attendance/participation 36%

2. Three 3-page analytical papers 24%: Papers will be worth 8% each; they are due at the beginning of class on the day they are due (1/23, 2/13, 3/6). Guidelines will be distributed.

3. Final paper 40%: 10-15 pages; detailed guidelines will be distributed.

Grading scale:
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Class Web Page on Carmen

The course will have a Carmen web page.  Carmen can be accessed at this address (URL):

carmen.osu.edu

In order to log-in, you will need to provide your username (last name.#; for example, fukumori.1) and your password.  This is the same username and password used to check your OSU e-mail and view your grades online.  Make certain to use lowercase letters for your username.  The course syllabus and other materials (e.g., reading guides) related to the course will be available on the page.  

Academic Misconduct (University Statement)

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed—illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).  

Disability Services (University Statement)

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and they should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Texts:

Available at Student Book Exchange (SBX) (14th Ave. and N. High St., Phone: 291-9528)

1.  Hyegyonggung Hong Ssi.  The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong.  JaHyun Kim Haboush, trans. Berkeley and LA, CA:  University of California Press, 1996.  

2.   Michitsuna no haha.  The Kagerô Diary.  Sonja Arntzen, trans.  Michigan Monographs in Japanese Studies, Number 19.  Ann Arbor, MI: Center for Japanese Studies, The University of Michigan, 1997.  

3.  Sei Shônagon.  The Pillow Book of Sei Shônagon.  Ivan Morris, trans.  New York:  Columbia University Press, 1991.

4.  Shen Fu.  Six Records of a Floating Life.  Leonard Pratt and Chiang Su-hui, trans.  New York:  Penguin, 1983.  

5.  Sugawara Takasue no musume.  As I Crossed a Bridge of Dreams.  Ivan Morris, trans.  NY: Penguin, 1971.

6. EALL 675 Course packet (prepared by Zip Publishing)

This packet will include all reading materials not included in the above texts.  

**All above reading materials, except the course packet, have been placed on closed reserve at Sullivant Library.  The course packet can be checked out for 2-hour intervals from the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures (398 Hagerty Hall); at 4:30 pm, it can be checked out overnight, to be returned by 9 am.

Recommended Text (on closed reserve at Sullivant Library):

Ko, Dorothy, JaHyun Kim Haboush, and Joan R. Piggott.  Women and Confucian Cultures in Premodern China, Korea, and Japan.  Berkeley:  University of California Press, 2003.  

Course Schedule

(RA=reading assignment; WA=writing assignment)

Week 1:
1. 1/4 (Th) Introduction to course

Week 2:

2.  1/9 (T) Tackling “autobiography”

RA: 

1) Lejeune, Philippe. “The Autobiographical Pact.” In On Autobiography, pp. 3-30. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1989. [distributed at 1/4 session]

2) Smith, Sidonie and Julia Watson.  Chapter 7 “A Tool Kit:  Twenty Strategies for Reading Life Narratives.”  In Reading Autobiography:  A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, pp. 165-179.  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press, 2001.  [distributed at 1/4 session]

Guideline for reading: Identify the defining characteristics of autobiography that Lejeune isolates in his essay.  Consider the “strategies for reading life narratives” outlined by Smith and Watson as you embark on the WA.

WA: Type two pages of autobiographical prose about your life.  This assignment will not be graded (throw aside inhibitions!), but will merely count as class participation.  Choose any format you prefer and represent your life in the manner you would like.  Consider the following factors:  Who is your audience (it does not have to be your classmates)?  What would you like to emphasize (or de-emphasize) about your life in just two pages?  The instructor will compile the autobiographies and make copies for each member of the class.  In order to facilitate this, please e-mail (fukumori.1@osu.edu) or drop off in the instructor’s office mailbox in Hagerty Hall 398 a copy of your writing, by 9:30 am on 1/9.  In class, be prepared to discuss the decisions involved in writing your piece.  

3. 1/11 (Th) China: The Learned Courtesan of Tang China (618-907), Xue Tao (768-ca. 832)

RA: 

1) Ko, Dorothy, JaHyun Kim Haboush, and Joan Piggott. “Introduction.” From Women and Confucian Cultures in Premodern China, Korea, and Japan, pp. 1-24. [distributed at 1/9 session]

2)Excerpts from Brocade River Poems: Selected Work of the Tang Dynasty Courtesan XUE TAO.  (Course packet)

Week 3:

4. 1/16 (T) China: The Educated Gentry Woman in Song China (960-1279), Li Qingzhao (1084-ca. 1151)
RA: 

1) “Interlude: Li Qing-zhao’s Epilogue to Records of Metal and Stone”

2) Owen, Stephen.  “The Snares of Memory.”  (Both in course packet)

5. 1/18 (Th) Li Qingzhao, 2
RA: Poems of “Li Qingzhao.”  From Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism.  (Course packet)
Week 4: 

6. 1/23 (T) Japan: Court Ladies of Heian Japan (794-1185) I, Michitsuna no haha (active 954-974)

RA: The Kagerô Diary, Book 1 

WA: Write a three-page analytical paper on some aspect of Xue Tao and/or Li Qingzhao’s work in light of class discussions and your own interests.

7. 1/25 (Th) Michitsuna no haha, 2
RA: The Kagerô Diary, Book 2

Week 5: 

8. 1/30 (T) Michitsuna no haha, 3

RA: The Kagerô Diary, Book 3

9. 2/1 (Th) Japan: Court Ladies of Heian Japan II, Sei Shônagon (ca. 966-ca. 1016)
RA: The Pillow Book of Sei Shônagon, pp. 21-134

Week 6: 

10. 2/6 (T) Sei Shônagon, 2

RA:  The Pillow Book of Sei Shônagon, pp. 135-264

11. 2/8 (Th) Japan:  Court Ladies of Heian Japan III, Sugawara Takasue no musume (born 1008)

RA: As I Crossed a Bridge of Dreams, pp. 31-72 (up to section 14)

Week 7:

12. 2/13 (T) Sugawara Takasue no musume, 2

RA: As I Crossed a Bridge of Dreams, pp. 72-end

WA: Write a 3-page analytical paper on Kagerô Diary, The Pillow Book, and/or As I Crossed a Bridge of Dreams in light of class discussions and your own interests.

13. 2/15 (Th) China: Educated Woman in Ming China (1368-1644), Li Yuying (1506-after 1522)

RA: Waltner, Ann.  “Writing Her Way Out of Trouble.”  (Course packet)

Week 8:
14. 2/20 (T) China: Educated Women in Qing China (1644-1911), He Shuangqing (b. 1715)

RA:

1) Fong, Grace S.  “De/Constructing a Feminine Ideal in the Eighteenth Century: Random Records of West-Green and the Story of Shuangqing.”  

2) Poems of “He Shuangqing.” From Women Writers of Traditional China: An Anthology of Poetry and Criticism.

3)  Choy, Elsie, trans.  Selections from Random Records of West-Green excerpted from Leaves of Prayer: The Life and Poetry of He Shuangqing, a Farmwife in Eighteenth-century China.  
 (All in course packet)

Additional directions for RA:  Read the selections in order of the above listing.  For reading #3, read the sections from Random Records of West-Green that correspond to the translated poems in reading #2 (that is, you are not required to read the entire selection, although I recommend that you skim through it).  Below are the cross-references of the poems in reading #2 to the page numbers (of original text, not course packet) of corresponding passages in reading #3.  The first number refers to poem numbers in reading #2, and the latter refer to the page numbers in reading #3.  
87.1/95-6

87.2/127-9

87.3/76-7

87.4/77-8

87.5/78-9

87.6/127-8

87.7/49-50

87.8/50-1

87.9/53-5

87.10/55-7

87.11/84-9

87.12/108-9

87.13/121-125

15. 2/22 (Th) Educated Women in Qing China

RA: Shen Fu (1763-after 1809).  Six Records of a Floating Life, Part 1 and 2

Week 9:
16. 2/27 (T) Educated Women in Qing China/Korea: Women of the Choson Dynasty (1392-1910)

RA: Six Records of a Floating Life, Part 3 and 4 

Film viewing: Chunhyang (2000), director: Im Kwon Taek 

17. 3/1 (Th) Korea: Women of the Choson Dynasty (1392-1910), anonymous writers and the eighteenth-century folk heroine Chunhyang 

RA: “Lament for a Needle” and “The Dispute of a Woman’s Seven Companions.” (Course packet) 

[Begin reading The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong]

Film viewing:  Chunhyang (2000), director: Im Kwon Taek

Week 10:
18. 3/6 (T) Korea: Women of the Choson Dynasty, Lady Hyegyong (1735-1815), 1

RA:  The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong, The Memoir of 1795 and The Memoir of 1801.  

WA: Write a three-page comparative essay discussing how an issue or theme of your choice is addressed in texts from at least two of the cultural traditions—Japanese, Chinese, or Korean—that we have been examining.  

19. 3/8 (Th) Korea:  Lady Hyegyong, 2

RA:  The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong, The Memoir of 1802 and The Memoir of 1805 /Wrap-up Session

Final paper due date: 3/15 (Th) Submit by 5 pm to instructor’s mailbox in Hagerty Hall 398.  
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